
 

Daily Readings 
 

23 SUN SIXTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Wis 12:13, 16-19/Rom 8:26-27/Mt 13:24-43 or 13:24-30   

24 Mon Weekday 

Ex 14:5-18/Mt 12:38-42   

25 Tue Saint James, Apostle  

2 Cor 4:7-15/Mt 20:20-28   

26 Wed Saints Joachim and Anne, Parents of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

Ex 16:1-5, 9-15/Mt 13:1-9  

27 Thu Weekday  

Ex 19:1-2, 9-11, 16-20b/Mt 13:10-17   

28 Fri Weekday  

Ex 20:1-17/Mt 13:18-23  

29 Sat Saint Martha 

Ex 24:3-8 (400)/Jn 11:19-27 or Lk 10:38-42  

 
NOTE:  These are the sequential readings for Lectionary Cycle Year 
A and I only.  The actual readings used at Mass may differ 
depending on the particular celebration that day, for example;, 
First Fridays or Requiem Masses. 
 

Sacred Heart, Ronan Immaculate Conception, Polson Saint Joseph Mission, Charlo 

A NOTE FROM THE PASTOR 
 

 Every once and a while I stumble across a 
quote that really makes me have to stop and think.  
As I am continuing my reading of Robert Cardinal 
Sarah’s The Power of Silence, he quotes a French 
Benedictine monk, who was quoting the Greek 
philosopher Plato who said of music, that “it is the 
art of so ordering sound as to reach the soul, 
inspiring a love of virtue.” 
 Plato’s definition of music stopped me in 
my tracks because it has forced me to consider the 
reason why I listen to music and the kinds of music 
that I listen to.  This kind of self-examination is good 
and it is good to understand the motives for our 
actions even when they are hidden from ourselves, 
or at least lie beyond the merely superficial.  
 Plato had many things to say about the 
power of music and the great influence that the arts 
in general have over us and how they influence our 
thoughts, actions and even the development of our 
character.   
 It has been some time now since we have 
had a serious conversation about the power of 
music and the arts in our present culture and the 
way in which the entertainments have helped to 
shape our civilization.   And the reason for the 
relative silence on this issue is that there is still a 
persistent denial that certain kinds of music and 
certain kinds of games and entertainments can 
dispose a person to commit violent acts and other 
unpleasant behaviors.   

Plato would find this denial naive. Why? 
Because Plato had no doubts about the existence of 
the human soul and he himself was a well-studied 
student of human nature and how we operate.  We 
used to say, quite some time ago, “garbage in, 
garbage out.”  This saying was born of the 
conviction that the entertainments with which we 
fill the five sense have a very real influence on a 
person during a time when we still believed in the 
existence of the human soul.  Plato would agree with 
the statement, though he would find the phrasing 
crude and inelegant.  
 Nowadays, there is not so much a 
preoccupation about the care of the soul, busy as we 
are with living at a very superficial level, the level of 
the five senses.  Is it any wonder then that we see 
such a growing and worrisome crisis of faith?  Noise, 
as it were, deadens the soul, or perhaps a better 
analogy would be that it anesthetizes it, rendering it 
in capable of listening at a deeper level, at a level 
where faith is produced by the living Word of God.  
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 You see, this is why many people struggle 
with the Mass and often lose interest in it and no 
longer attend.  The Mass with its music, gestures, 
words and movements are not meant to wash over 
us at the level of the five senses, but rather through 
those five senses penetrate into the deepest recesses 
of our selves, our souls.  Many seek an 
entertainment value in their Sunday worship and 
others a view it as a social activity or a combination 
of the two, and because of that they remain 
unmoved. 
 Music has many, many effects on us.  Music 
can cause us to gyrate in an unglorifying manner 
and it can excite us to lust.  Music can quicken a 
soldier’s heart for battle or it can lull an infant to 
sleep.  And if by Plato’s definition music is the 
ordering of sound in such a way as to reach the soul 
and within it inspire the love of virtue, then by his 
own words and by his own standard the Holy 
Sacrifice of the Mass is the song par excellence 
above all others.  But to hear it and to enjoy its fruits 
is not so much to allow the notes to strike the five 
senses and remain there but rather to let those 
notes pass through those senses so that its cords 
may resonate in our heart. 
 
God bless, 
Fr. Kevin Christofferson 



Jessica Anderson, Sherry Becker, Marcy Bishop, Linda Bowman, Joann Bright, Lorie Chase, Cody Cordis, Jeff Devlin, Jean Diehl, Kelly 
Dolezal-Esheen, Patty Ferdinand, Mary Foot, Paula Graham, Deb & Jeremy Basler, Scott Johnson,  Marvel Marrinan, Rebecca Martin, 
Jim McDevitt Shirley McDevitt, Pauline Mistrille, Mandy Moran, Patsy Mueller, Frank Nelson, Katy Nissen Austin Reese, Rory 
Reyonds, Larry Ricard, Patricia Ricard, Bev Robison, Donna Roth, James Shrider, Ron Shrider, Floyd Smith, Gabriel Smith, Mary 
Szablewski, Todd Skalsky, Amelinda Tejero, Don Thornburg, Diane Torres, Thomas Vert, Donna Whealon,  Carl Nissen (and Jack), 
Mary Alic Rousselle, Clay Family, Adam Morrelli, Nick Hill. 
 

Grace be to you and peace. We give thanks to God always for you all; making a remembrance of you in our prayers without 
ceasing.  
– 1 Thessolonians 1:2 

 
The Holy Father’s prayer intention for the month of July 

For Lapsed Christians 

That our brothers and sisters who have strayed from the faith, through our prayer and witness to the Gospel, may rediscover the 

merciful closeness of the Lord and the beauty of the Christian life. 

Weekly Offertory Collection 
July 16th          

 
 Sacred Heart/St. Joseph  $1,642.00
 Immaculate Conception  $3,801.00 
   
Consider this: whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and 
whoever sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. Each must do 

as already determined, without sadness or compulsion, for God 
loves a cheerful giver.  -2 Corinthians 9:7 

 
Thank you for your generosity! 

Please pray for our seminarians! 
 

Nathan Scheidecker, Nick Modrow, Tyler Frohlich, Cody 
Kruegar, Matthew Christians, Kyle Tannehill, Joshua 

Harrison, Shannon Augare 

 

www.lakecountyromancatholic.org 
 

www.facebook.com/lakecountyromancatholic 
 

 

It may seem as though the summer has just started but 
now is the time to begin looking forward and making 
those preliminary plans for the coming autumn.  Our 
parish faith formation programs are scheduled to 
begin on Wednesday, September 13th and that 
includes RCIA.  If you know anybody who is interested 
in the Catholic faith, RCIA provides a thorough 
introduction to the faith and requires no commitment 
and there are no expectations.  Potential participants 
might be; the non baptized, the baptized who never 
grew up in the Church, those who have drifted and 
have been away from the Church for many years, non 
Catholic spouses, and the list can go on.  Our parish 
RCIA program is intended to serve the individual with 
respect to their individual circumstance.  For more 
information or to submit a name of someone who 
should be contacted, please call Sheila LeBrun at 208-
5788.  Individuals who have divorced or divorced and 
remarried need to visit with Fr. Kevin first before 
enrolling. 

A Funeral Mass for the repose of the soul of Rose 
Fiorentino will be offered at Immaculate Conception 

on Wednesday, July 26th at 11:00 am. 
Eternal Rest Grant Unto Her O, Lord, 

And Let Perpetual Light Shine upon her. 

100th Anniversary of the 4th Appearance of Our Blessed Mother 
at Fatima Portugal. 

Sunday, August 14th, 2017 
At 1:00 pm the 5 glorious mysteries of the Rosary will be solemnly 

sung before a consecrated image of Our Lady of Fatima at 
Immaculate Conception.  A plenary indulgence may be obtained by 

those who desire it, all conditions being fulfilled. 
An afternoon potluck supper will follow. 

LOOKING AHEAD 
SO PLEASE MARK YOUR CALENDARS! 

 
Our Sunday Mass times will return to normal on Sunday, September 

10th.  Sunday, September 3rd will conclude our summer hours. 
 

First Friday Masses at Immaculate Conception will resume on Friday, 
September 1st and continue through Friday, May 4th. Please consult 

the parish website for catechesis on this devotion and downloadable 
images that may be framed and blessed. 

http://www.lakecountyromancatholic.org/
http://www.facebook.com/lakecountyromancatholic


 

Mass Intentions 
 

Saturday, July 22nd    
 Charlo: The Sick and Shut-ins in Our Parish 
 Polson: Emerald Barker rb Mary Goodby 
Sunday, July 23rd                   
 Ronan: Intentions of the Parish Faithful 
 Polson: Intentions of the Parish Faithful 
 
Masses may be offered for the repose of the souls of the 
faithful departed or for the special intentions of the living.  
Please call the parish office to request a Mass intention, or 
use the envelopes provided at the entrances of the churches 
and give them to Fr. Kevin. 
 

How can I repay the LORD for all the great good done for me? 
I will raise the cup of salvation and call on the name of the 
LORD.  
 –Psalm 116:12-13 

Parish announcements should be submitted to: 

lakecountyromancatholic@gmail.com 
 

DIVINE MERCY RADIO – 90.7 
FM 

 
 
 
 

Divine Mercy Radio is a locally 
owed and operated volunteer run 
affiliate of EWTN.   Your prayers 
and support are greatly 
appreciated.  Your tax-deductible 
donation may be sent to PO Box 
568 Polson, MT 59860.  (406) 
261-3819.  

ROSARY GROUPS 
 

Mondays 
St. Joseph Hospital 

Chapel  6:00 pm 
Thursdays 

St. Joseph Assisted 
Living 1:30 pm 

Fridays 
St. Joseph Hospital 

Chapel 9:00 am 
 
Say the Rosary 
everyday to bring 
peace to the world 
and the end of war. 
-Our Lady of Fatima 

 
MASS TIMES 

 
Saturday   

4:00pm St. Joseph, Charlo 
Confessions at 3:30 pm on First Saturday of each month 

6:00pm Immaculate Conception, Polson 
Sunday   

8:00am Sacred Heart, Ronan 
10:00am Immaculate Conception, Polson 

Wednesday-Thursday 
Please NOTE that Mass on Wednesday will be a funeral Mass 

offered at 11:00 am for Rose Fiorentino. 
Mass will be offered on Thursday at 12:10 pm at Immaculate 

Conception, Polson followed by a period of Eucharistic 
adoration concluding with Benediction at 1:30 pm.  Confessions 

will be available during that time. 
 

 

Confessions are ordinarily heard each week after the 12:10 pm 
Mass at Immaculate Conception Church.  Appointments may be 
made for anonymous confession at other times, or confession with 
spiritual direction.  Confessions are also heard on the 1st 
Saturday of each month at St. Joseph Mission in Charlo at 
3:30 pm.  Please consult each week’s bulletin for changes and 
updates.  During the summer months, and due to the  preference 
for the Wednesday day confession time, confessions will not be 
heard on Saturdays at 2:00 pm. 

MASS PROPERS 
 

Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Collect 
Show favor, O Lord, to your servants 
and mercifully increase the gifts of your grace, 
that, made fervent in hope, faith and charity, 
they may be ever watchful in keeping your 
commands. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  
 
Prayer over the Offerings 
O God, who in the one perfect sacrifice 
brought to completion varied offerings of the law, 
accept, we pray, this sacrifice from your faithful 
servants and make it holy, as you blessed the gifts of 
Abel, so that what each has offered to the honor of 
your majesty may benefit the salvation of all. 
Through Christ our Lord.  
 
Prayer after Communion 
Graciously be present to your people, we pray, 
 O Lord, and lead those you have imbued with 
heavenly mysteries to pass from former ways to 
newness of life. 
Through Christ our Lord. 
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